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The characteristic of novelty is genetic to all the types of nonce words, so its comprehensive study is relevant. With regard to the lexical nonce words novelty is traditionally viewed as a consequence of violation of the norm in the structure of the form of a unit and characterized by a certain feeling that stays for a limited period of time. Remained open is the question of novelty of the semantic nonce words, the factors that determine novelty of this type of innovation.

Semantic nonce words or nonce-sense words are defined as discourse units combining usual form of the word with the nonce or occasional meaning.  


According to our study the novelty of the nonce-sense formations is determined by the presence of (a) asymmetry, (b) Gestalt-image (c) individual associations in the structure of the unit. The given factors create an identifiable feeling of nonstandard and, more significantly, unpredictability in the process of unit interpretation.

Asymmetry, as a property of the semantic nonce words, has some synonymous expressions, such as disparity, incongruence, indicating a combination of usual form and nonce meaning that causes in a communicative act a feeling of nonstandard and creates an obstacle in the process of interpretation. Asymmetrical units implement effect of the failed expectations which occurs on the basis of the interaction of two opposing phenomena of the psycholinguistic nature: – predictability and unpredictability. The main mechanism in this case is the failure of the predicted or expected result of the interpretation and the realization of the unexpected one. In the example He calls [actor James] Dean "the gay man's Mona Lisa" (Out) the usual form of the anthroponym Mona Lisa adjusts the mind of the recipient to the interpretation of the unit as a "portrait of a woman with a mysterious smile," but the expectations of the recipient are not realized, and certain steps must be taken to restore semantic imbalance and interpret the nonce-sense formation as “mysterious person, a man of mystery.”


An element of unpredictability in the process of interpretation arises from the Gestalt-image which characterizes more than 70% of the analyzed semantic nonce words, formed by renaming semiotically significant proper names. According to the parameters that determine peculiarity of a given structure, Gestalt-image is a "picture" with blurred boundaries which combines sensory and rational components. On the parameter of impact on the consciousness of the communicator, Gestalt serves as emotiogenic stimulus, creating emotional tension in the recipient’s mind. The interpretation of the unit, the meaning of which is based on the Gestalt-image, implies comprehension of the complexity of the image and attributes that have shaped the nonce meaning. The strategy of interpretation of the nonce-sense formation in the following example No weapon, no shots - just fear. It is the Black Bart of the soul (https://maxlucado.com) includes making of certain steps. The interpreter, firstly, considers the complex image – "a criminal Black Bart lived in England in 1829, whose name caused fear in people", secondly, focuses on appropriate attributes that have formed the meaning of the unit, and, finally, concludes with the proper variant of interpretation as "something that strikes fear." 

The unpredictability of the unit interpretation is provided by the presence of individual associations that belong to the consciousness of the nominator and emerge prior to their objectivation. Individual associations are used creatively in the formation of a new word; simultaneously, they serve as hindrance in the process of unit interpretation, and make an interpreter rely on extra-linguistic tools, such as context and cultural knowledge. In the following instance You do not need to be Ken Burns to be like this Mike; you just need some videotape to shoot and some axes to grin (Citizen) the realized nonce meaning "a professional documentalist" of the proper name Ken Burns can be exposed based on cultural information that Kenneth Lauren Burns is an American director of documentaries.

It should be noted, for the sake of the contrast, that the novelty of lexical nonce words, formed on the basis of principle of analogy (-mania, -noid, e.g. Clintomania, Obamanoid), creates an element of predictability in the process of interpretation. 
